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Dear Friends and Family,

We are excited to share our first annual report with you in an effort

to be transparent, but also to celebrate all that we are

accomplishing with your generous donations.  

Wildwood has been a private, non-profit cemetery for 137 years.  

Since the cemetery opened, burial traditions have evolved and the

cemetery has had to adapt to fulfill the needs of the community.

This is true now more than ever as interment practices, such as

green burial, have become available.  At the same time, we

continue to honor the original founders’ vision of maintaining the

space for burial and mourning, as well as a place for the public to

come for quiet walks and a conservation area for animals and

plants.  

In the past five years we have worked incredibly hard, but we have

a long way to go before all of our edges are clear of invasives, the

farmhouse is fully preserved, all of our trees are pruned, our roads

are resurfaced and our grounds are planned out for future

generations to come.  This work takes time, patience and money.  

We hope you enjoy reading this report and we thank you for your

volunteer time, your support and your generosity.
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Friends of Wildwood Cemetery

Sincerely, 



FINANCIAL 
OVERVIEW

The Amherst Cemetery Association (“ACA”),

which is known as Wildwood Cemetery, keeps

prices as affordable as possible in order to be as

inclusive as possible. That means it must depend

on the generosity of donors to cover the cost of

current operations, and improvement projects, as

well as to maintain an “Endowment Fund” to

sustain the cemetery “forever”. 

In the last year, operating expenses of the ACA

exceeded operating revenues by over $37,000. In

addition, the ACA made significant infrastructure

investments.  The new Maintenance Center,

crucial to our operations incurred repeated

delays and related cost increases, bringing the

total cost to over $500,000.  This project relied

heavily on the Endowment Fund, with a plan to

restore funds over time. Other property

investments included the new roof of the

Dickinson Farmhouse, which was funded by a

Town of Amherst CPA grant, and the Memorial

Garden, which was fully funded by the Conlon

family. At the end of the year, the ACA had

operating cash of $220,862 and an Endowment

Fund balance of $1.238 million, compared to

$196,593 and $1.388 million at the beginning of

the year. 

Friends of Wildwood Cemetery, Inc. (“FOW”) is a

501(c)(3) tax exempt organization and is now the

primary fundraising entity for the cemetery. In its

first year of operation, FOW received gifts of over

$79,000 (in addition to gifts directed to the ACA),

spent $24,000 to make grants to the ACA, and

was left with over $48,000 for future support of

the ACA.



WILDWOOD 
MEMORIAL GARDEN

Trustee Jim Conlon, son of Faith and Jack Conlon (past Amherst Cemetery Trustee), came to his first board
meeting in May of 2020. After the meeting, he walked over to where the new maintenance center was
going to be built and asked what was going to happen with the space up the hill? When he heard there
were no plans, he went home and asked his wife Carol what she thought about making a meaningful gift
to Wildwood to honor his parents. The Conlons were drawn to the idea of making the garden area a
welcoming, contemplative space for visitors to come and sit, as well as give Wildwood an area for
memorial services and future cremation burials.

In summer of 2021, Professor of Landscape Architecture Jane Thurber and Amherst Cemetery Association
Trustee Elizabeth Cahn took a walk on the grounds of Wildwood Cemetery. Professor Thurber and Elizabeth
agreed the grassy area next to the proposed building site would be an excellent place for a public garden
space and Professor Thurber worked on a schematic design that melded the garden into the existing
landscape - linking it to the Boulder Garden and incorporating the Columbarium.

At that same time, Steve Jackson, and Candace Currie of GardenGIS were in the process of working with
General Manager, Rebecca Fricke, on mapping the cemetery. Both Candace and Steve have previous
careers at Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge and Watertown. When Jim and Carol heard about their
expertise, they asked to meet with the pair and the garden planning began in earnest. 

With the Conlon’s support, Wildwood hired Steve
and Candace and they immediately began to plan
what kind of native trees and plants to include, as
well as what type of seating to provide. Steve and
Candace used Professor Thurber’s design and
added details creating a wildlife habitat buzzing
with activity. Barry Kuzmeskus, of Native Stone
Landscape, designed and constructed Ashfield
stone columns functioning as a threshold into the
garden and a 40-foot curved seating wall allowing
visitors to be part of the garden.

Construction began in earnest in the spring of
2023. Barry completed his beautiful stonework,
additional soils were screened, grading was
completed by Wagner Wood, and plants grown
primarily by Native Plant Trust plus other local
vendors were dug in. In all, just over 1000 plants
were installed.



A NATIVE HABITAT AND A
PLACE FOR CONTEMPLATION

A drip irrigation system was put into place to
support those plants for the first 3 to 5 years.
Grass seed was spread. And now, we wait for
nature to do its thing.

Like all gardens, the Wildwood Memorial Garden
will take several years to fill out and will need a
lot of care for at least the first few years.
Grounds Superintendent Silas Ball will be vigilant 
about caring for the grass oval, but Wildwood is
hoping to rely on an enthusiastic group of
volunteer gardeners to care for these pollinator
beds throughout the year. Steve is confident he
chose hearty varieties and before we know it, we
will have too many pollinators competing for
space. Rebecca is looking forward to this
“problem” because she has plans to move the
“extra” plants into other areas of the cemetery.

Wildwood is grateful for the vision of the
Conlons, Professor Thurber, Elizabeth and the
hard work of Steve and Candace to make the
Memorial Garden an inviting and tasty place for
all our local insects, birds, and animals. We would
especially like to thank the Jim and Carol for
their generosity which ushered this project into
reality. 

If you would like to become part of the Wildwood Memorial Garden work crew, please give the Wildwood

Cemetery a call (413-549-4649).  Rebecca will be organizing the volunteers and she is happy to provide

more information.



Just as we all do in our personal lives, here at Wildwood we try to balance practical and spiritual
concerns.

“Practical” here includes respectfully meeting with current and prospective lot holders, offering tours
of the grounds and selling lots, balancing budgets and managing accounts, hiring staff, maintaining
the lawns, attending to the monuments and markers, keeping the roads clear in winter and repairing
them in the spring, pruning trees and cleaning up myriad fallen limbs and branches, removing millions
of leaves in the fall, opening and closing graves, maintaining equipment, fund raising, planning and
actualizing special projects like the new maintenance center and forthcoming memorial garden,
corresponding with members, trustees, lot holders, vendors, and abutters, keeping records of all we
do and all we have ever done since the 19th century, … and doing all of the other numberless tasks
required to respect those interred here, honor our legacy, serve our public now, and leave this
extraordinary sanctuary to our progeny mindful of the trust we received from our forbearers.

The meaning of “spiritual” is harder to capture, but we can at least easily clarify that what it does not
mean is “religious.” Wildwood welcomes those of the diverse religions in our community respecting
everyone’s traditional end-of-life observances. This is among our hallmarks. But the expression of
these is up to those for whose beloveds this is a final resting place.

What we do mean by “spiritual” has two qualities. The first is the warm, welcoming sense of
community that we provide, especially at emotionally difficult times. The other is the esthetic of
Wildwood, reverent caring for this hallowed ground, maintaining it as a park-like tribute to life and
the solemn remembrance of those who have been precious to us all who have been our neighbors.

The Hebrew term for cemetery is gan chayyim – garden of life. Here at Wildwood, monuments and
memorials complement but do not dominate the setting of repose with its undulating landscape, it’s
lawns and groves and woods, its tranquil lanes and pathways. 

The melding of the practical and spiritual came clashing together here recently, suddenly
inseparable. One of our most outstanding trees, a soulful hickory, the only one under our care, the
age of which may predate the consecration of this land, standing like a sentinel for all of these years
at our central intersection, was found to be in jeopardy.

Long ago and beyond the memory of any of us a limb tore from the east side of the great trunk
leaving a gaping oval, its borders long since healed over, yawning into the cavernous interior of the
hollow trunk from about three feet above the ground to ten, no doubt the residence from time to time
of various woodland creatures. In the fertile duff within this cavity a black birch long ago took root
and grew up within the embrace of the overarching hickory until its probing tendril leader found a
place above the central chamber where a smaller limb had fallen from the massive sheltering tree,
and from here it stretched outside the great trunk reaching through this porthole towards the sky.

THE SPIRIT OF WILDWOOD



Three other great limbs extended north, south, and west from the aging hickory, each a good 30 or
more feet in length. Last autumn the crown and limbs formed a breathtaking fount of blazing
orange foliage.

But Silas had noticed a vertical crack in the lower region of the trunk. With the missing limb no
longer there for balance the weight of the other three were beginning to pull the tree apart. While
stalwart and healthy now, at some time, perhaps in a winter storm when the branches were laden
with snow and ice, and maybe at a catastrophically inopportune moment, the great tree might
rend itself in two and bring crushing weight down upon the ground, across the road, on top of
graves, and even perhaps endangering a person or a car if they happened to be there at the
fateful moment. We contemplated felling the tree entirely, a practical thing to do, but not in most
reverent service to the beauty and the spirit of this place. We opted for removing the main trunk
above the wound and retaining the limbs, avoiding mercy killing a great being of outstanding
splendor, and the young companion it shelters, at least for the present.

Being stewards of a living sanctuary is continually demanding in terms of practical responsibility,
and also not so easy sometimes in the realm of the spirit of this place.
Alas, if caring for a cemetery does not help us to come to terms with the fragility and
impermanence of life, and encourage our humility in the face of mortality, reminding us of our
companionship in our brief moments of time, one wonders what will.

And so we engage the practicalities as trustees as is our charge, and Rebecca, Silas, and Paul do
this hour by hour through the year. But although we seldom speak of it, we are really doing this in
the service of the spirit of this place. And this is the solemn trust we share.

-Jonathan Klate

Since its inception, Wildwood is able to keep costs affordable for a wide range of incomes and at the
same time:

provide a beautiful place for families and friends to come and mourn
encourage the public to walk the grounds for their health and learn about the history of the area
and those who have passed
conserve a significant portion of the cemetery for native flora and fauna.

  
Fundraising is the key to our budgeting process.  

 
Please go to Wildwood-Cemetery.com to make a donation today.

WHY WE NEED DONORS LIKE YOU?



Sponsor ($1000-$4999)

Anonymous Sponsors
Emily Macsherry Belt
Howell Chickering
Mary Commager

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS 
DONORS

James and Carol Conlon

Leslie and Bryan Lorber

Rebecca Nordstrom

Curt Shumway and Jackie Sexton

Paulina Stark

1887 Society ($5000 and up)

Benefactor ($500 - $999)

Joseph Ambessi
David B. Aubrey
Patricia Branch
Elizabeth Cahn
Allan C. Carpenter
Casey Clark
Sally Dillon
Dorsey Memorials
Nancy B. Eddy
Barbara R. Elkins
Kelly Erwin and Warren      
Graham
David Klein
Deborah Gewertz
Jean Gowdey
Mary Hirschel
David Hosford
Thomas Beal Hyde 
Marlynn Gould Jabaily and
Robert J. Jabaily

Silvija Jones
John Kuhn
Sara Malsch
Frank Meyers
Mariann Moran
Anne S. Morse and Scott
Wilson
Martha Nordstrom and
Stephen Fay
Greenfield and
Northampton Cooperative
Bank
Lynn E. Payton
Dale and Lorna Peterson
Sexton Roofing
Donald and Sandra
Southwick
Lucia D. Spiro
Ellen and Ron Story
Karen Utgoff
Jane VanderZwaag

Advocate ($250 - $499) 

Anonymous Advocates
Peter and Pearl Ashcraft
Jeffery Brown
Kathleen M. Curzon
Arthur Dahowski
Carol Duncan
Scott Ferguson
Barry Honig
Fred Honnold Houck
Jonathan Klate
A. Celeste and Paul Lawler and Family
Nathan and Karen Little
Anora Sutherland McGaha
David F. Morse
John B. Morse
Judith B. Morse
Martha Olver
Jane Peterson
Jeff Pickering
Harold I. Roeder III

We are grateful to the following individuals and businesses
who made gifts to support Wildwood Cemetery during the
last fiscal year (February 1, 2023 - January 31, 2024).  Your
gifts allow us to keep our prices low, maintain and beautify
the grounds, and pay our staff.  

Every effort has been made to ensure that this list is
accurate; we apologize for any errors.  We appreciate your
notifying us of any by writing -
amherst.cemetery@verizon.net.

Douglas C. Elder
Edith Fabos
Kent and Lorena Faerber
Lois Gaeta Baker

Nat and Liz Larson
Martha Lowell Moody
Barry L. Roberts
Carla Rossiter
Wanczyk Nursery



THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS

Supporter ($100-$249)

H. David Rosenbloom
Linda Slakey
Eva Smith
Summerlin Floors
Margaret Jean Taylor
Pamela Tillis
Sally Warner Watts
S. Peter and Megin Ziomek

Advocate ($250 - $499) cont.

Susan B. and William H. Allan
Bruce A. and Anne B. Aune
David S. Beebe
Joyce and Leonard Berkman
Richard L. Berman and Elizabeth Aries
Julie Bermant
Jason Bermant
Maryellen Beturney
Prasanta Bhowmik
Victoria Bonebakker
Neal L. Boynton
Donald A. Bradley
Robert C. Brand
Alisa Braverman
Nathalie and Willis Bridegam
Robert Brooks
Merle Bruno
D. Anthony and Catherine F. Butterfield
Anne G. Cann
Frederic Cann
Kathryn E. Carlson
Barbara Carpino
Annemarie Weyl Carr
Sheldon and Eva Cashdan
Betsy Cobbs
Elizabeth K. Corriveau
William B. Cowles
Peggy A. Crossman
Alison Curphey
Ruth and David Curran

Front Entrance Garden and Stone
Wall Preservation

Maintenance Center

SIGNIFICANT
MILESTONES

Memorial Garden

Grounds  Maintenance

Our Maintenance Center is complete and we
are moving in the equipment.  The Grounds
crew now has a comfortable place to work
and the equipment is dry and secure.

The garden is thriving, the plants and animals
are enjoying the pollinator plants and we are  
renting the space out for private memorial
and public events.

The stone wall is rebuilt and the garden is
being planted.  Come and enjoy watching the
garden settle into being.  Special thanks to
Jeff Pickering for donating the extra rock
deliveries needed to complete the project.

Work on the grounds is all interconnected.  
Progress is being made on the deferred
maintanence including road paving, drainage
and tree work, but there is much more to do!

Creation of Friends of Wildwood
Cemtery

The 501c3 is set up and all fundraising and
grant applications are now done through the
Friends of Wildwood Cemetery.



THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS

Supporter ($100-249) cont.

Wobke Kummerle and Susanna Lane
Barbara Lamb
Claude Lee
Eloise Leigh
Dr. Carol Lensch
N. Gordon Levin
Toby Lewis
Polly and Chuck Longsworth
Florence Loomis
Susan Perschetz Machala and Pavel Machala
Mary Mader
Jason Magnus
Madelaine S. and Robert Marquez
David T. and Tanyss R. Martula
Angelo Mazzocco
Thomas McGarry
Anne Marie McIntosh
Peggy McIntosh
Linda Mercer
Valerie A. Miller and Scott D. Surner
Barbara Mrkonic
Naimah Muhammad
Sonia Nieto
Dr. Victor Oberheu and Jane Donoghue Oberheu
Thomas Pease
Susan Peck
Jane Pemberton and Nanci B. Church
Susan Perkins and Matthew Grandonico
Danna Bowers Peterson
Dianna Ploof
Alan Plough
Jean Margaret Plough
Julia J. Polansky
Aleksandra Ponomareva
Viktor Ponomareva
Thomas Poor
Leila Esty Poutiatine and Athalia B. Esty
Wayne Powers
Elaine Quick
Paula Rauch and Aubrey Dickman
Jane Rausch
Beverly Anne Reese
Laura L. Richards
Michael Robbins
Daniel Robinson
Elisabeth Russell
Patricia Newell Ryder

Marian Sawin
Joan Seelye
Mary Seterdahl
Ehsan Shakeraneh and Susan Shaybani
Karen Sheingold
Jane S. Shohan
Jeanne Shumway
Benedict Smar
Douglas N. Smith
Jean Smyser
Jean Snuggs
Marla Solomon
Albert and Barbara St. Onge
Arthur I. Stern
Eric Strauss
Harlan Sturm
Joann and Paul Swank
Royal Thern
Ruth Thompson
Floyd A. Thompson III
Elizabeth and Kirby Thwing
Unger
James W and Janet A Venman Trust
Jacqueline D Waldman
Mary Catherine Wallingford
Donald Watts
Donald E Watts
Catherine Esty Wejchert
Nina Weyl
Donald Wise
Joanne M. Wisniewski
Wm. Lyons Witten
Nancy Witting
George Wu
Tia Yun Ku Wu
Cheryl Zaccaro
Roberta R. Zajicek
Kaimei Zheng

Sara Davis
Delta Sand and Gravel, Inc.
Dr. Andrea Ange DiBenedetto
Aubrey Dickman
Joseph W. Donohue
Bruce G. Douglass
Andrea Dube
Carla DuBois
Lee Edwards
Sandra Elder
Wolfgang Elfe
Shira and Mark Enstrom
Daniel Esty
Lynda Faye
Joseph P. Fenton
Daniel Ferber
Adele Franks and T. Stephen Jones
Suzan Garland
John Gerber
Gilbert P. Gianetti
Arthur Newton and Celia Glick
Matthew Grandonico
Albert Grimaldi
Kenneth D. Grimm
Robert Gunness
Julie Hayes
Shirley V. and Deborah A. Hebb
William Hewlett
Sara Hills
Sterling L. and Margaret Hopkins
Gary Hough
Joan F. Jasinski
Michael and Judith Jewett
Anna K. Julian
Pamela and Burrell Jull
Bonnie S. Kane
Janice Y. Kao
Christopher Keeny
Jarrett Kenyon
Virginia Kilmer
Penelope G. Kim
Howard and Jacqueline Kinder
Kay Klausewitz
Robert and Elizabeth Klein
Sandra G. and David R. Knightly
Rev. Thomas Korson



Judith H. Hyde
Barbara Jenks
Susan Jewett
Clinton E. Jones Jr.
Alison Jones Revocable Trust
Erik Kjeldsen
Susan J. Tracy and Constance Kruger
Patricia A. and Jerry M. Lalli
Barbara LaRussa
Donna J. Levin
Barbara A. Levine
Michael and Barbara Levine
Kathleen M. Lewis
Alan Lipp
Sara and Donald Maddox
Donald N. Maia
Mary Elizabeth Manz
Nancy M. Markert
Irma McClaurin
Margaret McLaren
Judith McNamara
Ellen O.Melley
Marjorie Mitchell
Meriel C. Moner
Frank R. and Charlene M. Moran
Elizabeth Musgrave
Tyuet Nguyen
Anita Page
Ellen Panzer
Eleanor Parke
Karen L. and Lloyd W. Paro
Rebecca Phelps
Claudia Pommer
Jonathan Porter
Linda and Steve Prothers
Donald Proulx
Doris E. Ray
Meredith Reed O'Donnell
Susan Riter
David and Myra Ross
David S. Rozman
Carol Beaumont Salas
Janet Schloat
Donald and Diane Shepard
Clifford Grant Skibinsky
David Sofield and Lisa Raskin

Joan Afferica
Norma Akamatsu
Linda Allen and William Allen Jr.
Dorothy Ann Altwarg
Carolyn Anderson
Alison I. and J. Marshall Ash
Paulette Auffrey
John P. Berwald
Donald L. Black
Janis Bozzo
Cristine Brown
Helen Brown
Laurie Buller
Robert Burnett
Mrs. Pamela Hawley Camardella
Robert and Norma Cheney
Timothy Clark
Anita Cooke
Ann Baker Cottrell
Bradley and Deborah Crenshaw
William Crossman
Margaret K. Degregorio
Elizabeth Denlinger and Joy Ladin
Nicholas and Deborah DeSherbinin
Kathleen Donkin
Therese Donohue
Sara Elkins
Gokce S. and Nural Ergun
Jennifer Facey
Mark Frady
Esty - Leder Fund
Kathleen George
Patricia H. Gilbert
William and Mary Ann Gilbert
Mary Ann Gilbert
Virginia Giovannetti
Britt Godsell
Linda Gordon
Mark Grandonico
Susan Gulick and Peter Reich
Nancy Hankinson
Mrs. Pauline M. Heffley
Faye Hollender
Pamela Howes
Beverly Carol Hughes
Margaret Humbert-Droz
Marsha Humphrey
James Hurston

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS FRIENDS

Friend (Up to $100)

Jean V. and Charles L. Squires
Carol T. Sutherland
Patricia St. John Tager
Nancy Tisdale
Catherine Volpe-Proctor
Jeff and Pam Weeks
Judy Wein and Gerald Sussman
B. Carter White
Phyllis B. Whitney
Lee Wilkinson
Michael Willis
Susan DeBevoise Wright
Pammela Jean Wright
Nancy E. Wyant
Ruth Li-Chen Yeh
Richard and Patricia Zagrodnik

Future Events
Look out for times and dates
on our website.

Bagpipe at Sunset - 
September for Fall
Equinox

Death Cafe - 
October

Solstice Walk - 
December for Winter
Equinox

Memorial Garden
Club - 
Seasonal and ongoing



FRIENDS OF WILDWOOD CEMETERY
70 STRONG STREET
AMHERST MA 01002

Business Sponsors


