
SPRING 2025

Wildwood Cemetery News

Dear Members of the Wildwood Community,

I hope this Newsletter finds you well and enjoying the
longer days and the gift of the colorful spring blossoms. I
find lately that I’m appreciating more than ever
Wildwood’s serenity and beauty. Walking the grounds
listening to the birds singing, watching the squirrels busily
going about their day, and seeing the memorial garden
come to life is comforting and grounding. Solitude and
reflection are important, and so is gathering with others
for a shared sense of community. I am delighted by the
wonderful turnouts we have had for our fall and spring
events. Wildwood continues to be a welcoming place for
all and I encourage you to visit often to share in its tranquil
bounty.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Nordstrom
President, Board of Trustees 

Generosity = Progress and Growth
 

Wildwood is excited to announce two generous donations. 

Ann Morse and Scott Wilson were inspired to give towards
our tree care program, as well as to the historic
preservation of the cemetery grounds and the farmhouse. 

The Lorber Family gave generously for the purpose of
planting new trees, bushes and plants in our gardens.  Part
of the donation was used to hire a UMass Stockbridge
student intern to work on meeting the requirements for a
level one arboretum.  This is the second donation by the
Lorber’s and we are most grateful.

We will do the majority of our spring planting in April, but
the work will be ongoing so you will see the changes occur
over time as we tackle more areas in the future and the
plantings grow into their new spaces.



This winter we began to plan a lot of new
projects that have been percolating for some
time.  Many thanks to all who are
participating in the planning process.
Inside—General Manager, I continue my
cemetery database work, mapping new lots,
working on having Wildwood be recognized
as a level one arboretum (more on that in the
fall), planning on the installation of our first
art memorial sculpture and planning for a
second sculpture, working on the concept of
a modern art walk on the west side of the
cemetery below the house (more on that in
the fall), developing our subcommittees to
better support our Executive Committee and
Trustees, implementing programming
throughout the year, and of course providing
ongoing support to families and friends who
are buying lots and burying loved ones.

Outside— Grounds Superintendent  Besides
the normal mowing, leaf raking and burial
duties, Silas Ball and his assistant Paul
Boucher continue to work on road drainage
and tree care. This spring, they will be
planting new trees and bushes in at least
three areas of the cemetery.  If this sounds a
lot like the last report, it does.  All of this work
will be ongoing for years.

Please stop and say hello to Rebecca in the
office or Silas and Paul outside on the
grounds.  They are all happy to hear your
comments and questions.

Thank you to Sugarloaf Gardens and Dan
Ziomek!  Dan is working with us to fill in
the edges of the cemetery so our many
species of birds and animals have shelter
and food throughout the seasons.  These
new plantings will also be pleasing to our
visitors and contribute to the tree and bush
diversity of the cemetery.  Please support
their business and let them know how
much you appreciate their support. 

Brick and Mortar project to start on the
Dickinson Farmhouse.  Town of Amherst
Community Preservation Funds, in addition
to generous donations from Jim and Carol
Conlon and Ann and Scott Wilson will be
funding a complete repointing of all four
sides, four chimneys and the windows will
be freshly painted and our historic shutters
will be rehung.

General Managers Report 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY REBECCA FRICKE,
GENERAL MANAGER

Looking for ways to honor your friends
and loved ones?

Gardeners Wanted - Join the Wildwood
Garden Work Crew - donate one hour or
a season of hours!  No experience
necessary.  Contact the office to find out
more.
Memorial Library - We continue to
accept books, music and artwork for our
library shelves. 

Check out our website to see the
different ways you can donate in honor
of a loved one or friend.

Wildwood Memorial Garden is perfect for
celebrations of all kinds.  Our Memorial
Garden is filling in with native pollinator plants
and trees and becoming even more beautiful.
We encourage everyone to stop by and spend
some quiet moments sitting in the garden.
Planning an event?  Consider using our special
space which is large enough for a 20x40 tent.
For more information about the Garden, please
call the office 413-549-4649.  

Summer Programming  
Wildwood Honors 
The Dr. Fred Tillis Memorial Jazz Concert
will be held on 6/22 from 2-4.  Please
reserve a ticket online at wildwood-
cemetery.com


